


and sta� support a busy and diverse season of programming, including 
multiple mainstage productions as well as a student-driven festival 
of experimental work. Students can also participate in formal o�-site 
initiatives such as Wagonstage (currently in collaboration with the 
Calgary Zoo). 

Recent guest artists include Daniel MacIvor, Peter Balkwill (of the 
Old Trout Puppet Theatre), Eric Rose and Ghost River Theatre, 
Eric Moschopedis, and Denise Clarke of One Yellow Rabbit. The 
SCPA is also an active collaborator on multiple training, production 
and research initiatives with professional Theatre and Performance 
organizations such as the High Performance Rodeo, Alberta Theatre 
Projects, Vertigo Theatre, Quest Theatre and Theatre Junction 
Grand, as well as the Ban� Centre. This broad range of professional 
engagement results in strong industry contacts and experiences prior 
to graduation.

Our Students
Students in the MFA Drama program regularly come to Calgary from 
all over the world; current students hail from Brazil, Nigeria and the 
UK, as well as Alberta and Ontario. In addition to rigorous training 
in their selected area of specialization, all MFA students acquire 
advanced practice based, experimental, and analytical research 
skills and learn to produce new practical and scholarly knowledge. 
Current MFA research projects do, for example, ask questions about 
patterns of audience agency in interactive performances, about how 
to foster non-human centric curiosity through science-theatre, about 
the e�ect of everyday technology on the performer’s body, about 
modes of collaboration, resource sharing, and embodied learning in 
design processes, about performative approaches to activism and 
race, about the e�ect of applying drama in rehabilitation contexts, 
and about concepts of landscape deriving from artistic responses to 
a speci�c location. In all cases, students enjoy high levels of individual 
agency within a carefully structured framework as they determine their 
individual program designs.

The University of Calgary
The University of Calgary was ranked Canada’s #1 “Young 

University” as it headed into its 50 th  anniversary in 2016. Boasting 
an unprecedented level of new faculty hiring in 2015/16, UCalgary is 
one of the nation’s most progressive and ambitious post-secondary 
institutions. Speci�cally, with the creation of the SCPA in 2013, 
UCalgary has made a strong investment in the creative and performing 
arts, identifying the School as one of its key priorities for future growth. 
The City of Calgary—just an hour away from the majestic Rocky 
Mountains—was named the Cultural Capital of Canada in 2012 and 
ranked by The Economist magazine as #5 among “the best places to 
live in the world” three years in a row. Calgary has a rich and varied 
cultural landscape, with strong representation and ever-increasing 
opportunities for graduates from across the performing arts.

Study Drama at the SCPA
Rede�ning artistry for the 21 st Century, the SCPA o�ers both intensive 
studio training and inspired intellectual inquiry, providing �rst class 
preparation for a wide range of exciting opportunities and vocations 
beyond graduation. 

For more information on our program visit our website: 
scpa.ucalgary.ca/drama/drama-graduate

Subscribe to our monthly newsletter at scpa.ucalgary.caFollow us on Twitter @PerformingArtUC
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